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CALIFORNIA STATE THREAT ASSESSMENT CENTER 

(U) CALIFORNIA 
 
(U) Los Angeles – LAPD Officers Possibly Exposed to MRSA Bacteria 
(U) According to officials, several Los Angeles police officers at the department’s West Valley station in 
Reseda may have been exposed to Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus (MRSA), a type of staph 
bacteria that causes a highly contagious infection resistant to many antibiotics. It is not clear how many 
officers, if any, have been infected or how they potentially came into contact with the bacteria. An LAPD 
spokesman declined to provide specifics on the nature of the exposure, but officials said the work areas 
that may have been exposed to the bacteria have been disinfected. 
SOURCE: 7 May 2019, The Los Angeles Times 
 
(U) Soquel – Undercover Investigation Leads to Major Drug Bust at UCSC 
(U) After a four-month-long investigation, led by University of California Santa Cruz (UCSC) Police, 
officers conducted a major drug bust on 7 May at a home in Soquel. Two people were arrested and a 
third was cited on multiple drug charges related to manufacturing and selling drugs on the UCSC 
campus. It started when an undercover officer purchased drugs from one of the dealers and ended with 
Tuesday's raid that confiscated enough drugs and paraphernalia to fill three police vehicles. Officers 
confiscated multiple drugs including psychedelic mushrooms, LSD, MDMA, Ketamine, and a hash oil lab. 
SOURCE: 7 May 2019, KSBW 
 
(U) NATIONAL  
 
(U) Colorado – Two Students Open Fire at Colorado School, Killing One, Wounding Eight 
(U) Highlands Ranch – Two male students armed with handguns opened fire at the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) School in Highlands Ranch on 7 May, killing one classmate and wounding 
seven others before being taken into custody. According to the Douglas County Sheriff the suspects, 
each armed with a handgun, opened fire in two separate classrooms. Police have identified the suspects 
as students of the school, one an adult male, Devon Erickson, and the other a female under age 18. Law 
enforcement officials declined to comment on a possible motive for the rampage, saying it was too early 
in the course of the investigation, which was being assisted by the FBI. 
SOURCE: 7 May 2019, Reuters 
 
(U) South Carolina – $45,000 Worth of Heroin Seized in Drug Bust, Six Arrested 

(U) Lancaster County – Six suspects are facing drug charges after a bust revealed a large amount of 
drugs. Deputies with the Lancaster County Sheriff's Office, along with agents and officers from other 
state agencies, searched side-by-side houses on 3 May. Deputies believed heroin was being sold from 
both homes, and the search reportedly confirmed illegal activity. Over 152-grams of heroin, valued 
between $35,000-45,0000, was found inside, along with other drugs and drug paraphernalia, including 
12-oxycodone pills, 14-grams of marijuana, and 100-guanfacine hydrochloride pills. 
SOURCE: 7 May 2019, WLTX 19  
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https://www.ksbw.com/article/32-pounds-of-mushrooms-found-in-soquel-home-during-police-raid-hash-lab-uc-santa-cruz/27396270
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-colorado-shooting/two-students-open-fire-at-colorado-school-killing-one-wounding-seven-idUSKCN1SD2H2?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews
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(U) Texas – Pike County Man Arrested in Texas for Hauling Drugs from California 
(U) Carson County – Texas authorities made a large drug bust on 5 May, resulting in one arrest. 
According to authorities, Paul Hernandez, a Pike County resident was hauling drugs from California back 
to Milford. Investigators found 171-pounds of marijuana and 44-pounds of wax that comes from 
cannabis during the stop. The drugs are estimated to be worth more than $1 million on the street. 
SOURCE: 8 May 2019, ABC 16 
 
(U) INTERNATIONAL  
 
(U) China – Hackers Steal $41 Million Worth of Bitcoin from Binance Cryptocurrency Exchange 
(U) Hong Kong – Hackers stole bitcoin worth $41 million from Binance, one of the world’s largest 
cryptocurrency exchanges, the latest in a string of thefts from cryptocurrency exchanges around the 
world. According to a post on Binance’s website by the Chief Executive Officer, the 7,000 bitcoin were 
withdrawn by hackers using a variety of techniques, “including phishing, viruses and other attacks.” The 
post also stated user funds would not be affected because the company would use its secure asset fund 
for users to cover the loss, but all deposits and withdrawals from the exchange would remain suspended 
while the company conducted a thorough security review, which is estimated to take a week. 
SOURCE: 7 May 2019, Reuters 
 
(U) Guatemala – Seven Dead, Ten Wounded in Guatemala Prison Riot Shooting 
(U) Fraijanes – Gunfire during a riot in a Guatemala prison Tuesday left at least seven inmates dead and 
ten wounded. Prisoners had control of the facility for some eight hours Tuesday. Gunshots could be 
heard inside the prison and some inmates could be seen carrying guns. According to officials, some 
1,500 police officers and soldiers were sent to the scene, and regained control by late afternoon. 
National Civil Police said the dead were all prisoners. Prison authorities said the facility was built to 
house 900 prisoners but held 4,137. 
SOURCE: 7 May 2019, Miami Herald 
 
(U) Pakistan – Militant Bombing Near Sufi Shore, Ten Dead, at least 23 Wounded 
(U) Lahore – A bomb targeting Pakistani police outside a major Sufi shrine in the city of Lahore on 
Wednesday killed at least ten people and wounded more than 20. The bomb detonated at a police 
checkpoint near the Data Darbar, one of the largest Muslim shrines in South Asia, which attracts tens of 
thousands of visitors a year. The attack was claimed by the Hizbul Ahrar, a splinter group of the Pakistani 
Taliban. In a statement, the group said the attack targeted police and had been timed to avoid civilian 
casualties. A spokesman said the police death toll rose to eight, after another officer died of his wounds. 
SOURCE: 7 May 2019, Reuters 
 
(U) PREPARED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE THREAT ASSESSMENT CENTER. 

(U) FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS, PLEASE EMAIL STAC@CALOES.CA.GOV, OR CALL 916-636-2900. 

Warning: This document is the exclusive property of the State Threat Assessment Center (STAC) and is UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
(U//FOUO). It contains information that may be exempt from public release under the California Public Records Act (Govt. Code Sec. 6250-6270). 
It is to be controlled, stored, handled, transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in accordance with STAC policy relating to U//FOUO information 
and is not to be released to the public, the media, or other personnel who do not have a valid "need-to-know" without prior approval of an 
authorized STAC official. No portion of this report should be furnished to the media, either in written or verbal form. 

This document contains excerpts of suspicious activities and incidents of interest to the STAC as obtained from open and unclassified sources. 
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